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K-12: Meet Sue Dickson, a Hero of American Literacy
By Bruce Deitrick Price
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Arguably, K-12 reading has been a disaster for 85 years, and this short October 2018

biography tells you why. The school system at every level was opposed to the izzzi;";’;rszm

best way to teach reading. Talk about comically incompetent. All the stuff that Freei

speaking students to read.

the professional educators claim to know was basically less than June 2018

zero. Memorizing sight-words is a bad way to proceed. Children rarely learn ra‘(lz;’;fs
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to read fluently; additionally, they are harmed by the whole process. March 2018

February 2018
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a "musical artist." That's because she has written many "songs that teach," such More...

as the "Presidents Song," the "Inventors and Inventions Song," and varied titles
such as "Counting to 100," "Mr. Nine," "Counting Backwards," and 25 more.

If you Google Sue Dickson, you will find something surprising. She is labeled

Her newest venture is called Winning Reading Boost, developed in cooperation
with the University of Florida's Lastinger Center, where it was shown to teach
both non-readers and troubled readers, even in poverty-area schools, to read

fluently in 90 hours!

An official at the Lastinger Center acknowledged: "In the state of Florida we
know that large numbers of students — in some schools, 30, 40, 50 or even
80% — are not learning to read and are failing the state assessment."” That is,
sometimes only 20% actually learn to read, a shameful statistic.

QED: Every smart teacher in America has to work twice as hard because the
Education Establishment is so bizarrely prejudiced against what works best.

Ever since 1931, America had been on a two-tier system. The lucky kids learn

to read with phonics. The unlucky kids, the great majority, learn various non-
phonetic methods and stay illiterate, to one degree or another. It's a big scam T i

and should be recognized as a preposterous and unnecessary national scandal. 2

Another official in Florida conceded that fourth-grade boys, unable to read,

are often embarrassed and belligerent and will start fights so they don't have to
reveal their inability. Sue Dickson beautifully sums up all the literacy nonsense:
"It's amazing how much their personalities and behavior improve when they
can read!"

o - :
5 Cast Iron Myths You  Steve Buscemi Lays
The message is clear, she insists: "Teach intensive, systematic phonics! In only ~~ Need ToScrub From  Wife to Rest at

. . Your Mind Forever Funeral
four or five months, our kids are reading."

Unexpectedly, The New York Times recently agreed. After more than a half-
century of looking the other way, the Times has effectively announced: Sue
Dickson and others on the phonics side were right all along. Excellent. Now
everyone can learn to read.
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Sue Dickson is working on a book about her life in education: SCHOOL
DAZE: 50 Years of Folly & Failure in Our Schools.

Bruce Deitrick Price's new book is Saving K-12: What happened to our
public schools? How do we fix them? He deconstructs educational theories

and methods at Improve-Education.org.
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